ln less than one week...

3,000 Nonprofits.
35 Million Dollars.

Advancing Education,
Improving Lives and
Providing California’s
Social Services Safety Net

Now more than ever....
Cutting to the Chase…
People who understand the
importance of fireworks proceeds
as a fundraising source had these
thoughts about the pressures that
nonprofits face in today’s economic
environment:

Diminished
government
funding
“ We would be playing in tatters
if it weren’t for fireworks sales.
Our kids would be out of luck for
uniforms because there just isn’t
any other money to replace them
every four years.”
— Jeromy Blackwell, football coach
Strathmore High School		
Tulare County

Government support for
nonprofits has declined. For
2009, 56% of human-service
organizations reported receiving
less state money, 49% had less
local government money and 31%
lost federal funding.
The Chronicle of Philanthropy
“Social Services Hit Hard by Government Cuts”
October 21, 2010

For decades, California’s nonprofits have been there to take
care of community needs not covered by private resources and
government programs. But today’s financial turmoil has put them
in a squeeze that they are scrambling to cope with:
• Donations are down.
• Government funding has been decimated at all levels and across all programs.
• The need for social services, education support and youth services is skyrocketing.
In the face of this perfect storm, 3,000 nonprofits in over 270
California communities are relying more than ever on the funds
they raise by selling State Fire Marshal-Approved Fireworks (Safe
and Sane). They range from well-established organizations that
deliver critical services for large numbers of people to tiny groups
that fill a specific niche with the help they provide.
The stories on these pages are just a partial glimpse at how
lives are changed when nonprofits put their fireworks sale
proceeds to work.

Fast Facts
Who:
Where:
How much:
Benefit:

Willow Oak Fire Department
Yolo County
$5,000
Purchased and sent fire engine to fight statewide fires

The Willow Oak Fire Department
knows the difference between a risk
and an opportunity – and they prove
that every year when they sell Safe and
Sane fireworks to the people in their
small community.
“People might think it’s a conflict of interest for a fire
department to sell fireworks,” said Captain Jason Barker. “But
we’re encouraging the use of Safe and Sane fireworks and not the
illegal kind that cause so many problems.”
The opportunity that comes with fireworks sales became
evident in 2008 when the department’s volunteer firefighters took
their accumulated proceeds and purchased a CDF Type 3 fire
engine. They not only used it at home in Yolo County, but also
sent it to Butte County and San Diego to help fight the state’s
many disastrous wildfires.
Kenny Trongo, chairman of the fireworks committee, says it is
the only annual fundraiser that the firefighters count on. “Right
now, we’re setting money aside for more equipment,” he said. “It’s
a pretty significant impact for us and it would be very difficult to
replace or do without.”

Fast Facts
Duarte LULAC
Los Angeles County
$30,000 LULAC/$100,000 Duarte-wide
Supports efforts of dozens of organizations to reach
hundreds of families

As a former mayor, current city councilman and founder of the
local chapter of the League of United Latin American Citizens,
Phil Reyes is intimately familiar with the money that flows into
Duarte from fireworks sales. The city only allows five booths,
and those nonprofits with permits usually partner with other
organizations to share the proceeds.
“We provide funds to parents who can’t bury their children,
families that are in need of clothing, the homeless, students who
need scholarships to continue with their education – the list goes
on and on and on,” he says.
The councilman adds that LULAC alone has given out about
$175,000 in scholarships since its initial fireworks fundraiser
almost two decades ago. In addition, LULAC provides support to
about 15 partner organizations, including schools, athletic teams
and church youth groups.
“Fireworks sales are a vital lifeline for every one of our
organizations in Duarte,” Reyes says. “It supplements a lot of
programs, especially in these horrible economic times.”

“ Continual state education
funding cuts leave athletic
programs with virtually no
money for their survival. We are
dedicated to supplying needed
uniforms, equipment and
supplies. The baseball program
would have severe problems
continuing without the revenue
that fireworks make possible.”
— Nancy Chance, president
Sheldon High School Boosters
Elk Grove
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Skyrocketing
need for services
“ For the students who fall between
the gap of getting public assistance
and having full insurance, we are
there to help. Our mission is that
there will not be a child in school
in Kings County that lacks glasses if
they need them – it’s so important
for their educational success. If we
didn’t sell fireworks, we wouldn’t
be able to offer free eye screening
and eyeglasses to needy students,
and we probably couldn’t fund the
scholarships we do now for future
vision care professionals.”
— Jim Gregory			
Hanford Breakfast Lions Club		
Kings County

“Everyone benefits from charitable
organizations selling fireworks.
Families come together for an
evening of American patriotism,
and nonprofit groups are able to
help hundreds of youth in our city
at a level they couldn’t otherwise,
if at all.”
— Pastor Richard Sinclair		
Woodland Christian Center		
Woodland

Southeast Los Angeles Special Olympics
Los Angeles County
$7,000
Free sports participation for 250 kids with special needs

Jeanette Gosden is blunt. “We can’t do without our fireworks
proceeds – everyone knows it.”
As fundraising chairperson for the Southeast Los Angeles
Special Olympics area, she sees what a difference the Special
Olympics organization makes in the lives of families and their
children with disabilities. On an individual basis, 250 children
find out that they can play sports and succeed.
They also take pride in the shared achievement of the allgirl basketball team in Lakewood. As the Southern California
champions of the summer games for eight years in a row, the
team holds a special place in the hearts of many and has been the
catalyst for grants and donations.
But still, nothing would be there to backfill the void if
fireworks were not sold every year. “The money is used for
transportation, equipment and uniforms; it’s a very important
source of income for us,” she says. “No one, not one athlete, has
to pay a dime out of their pocket to participate – and that means
a lot to many, many families.”

Fast Facts
Who:
Where:
How Much:
Benefit:

McDowell Drug Task Force
Sonoma County
$20,000
Anti-drug messaging to students in 22 schools

The McDowell Drug Task Force won national attention
last year when it created a special day to draw attention to the
dangers of prescription drug abuse. “Lock Your Meds” Day
taught students and families about the dangers of what teenagers
can find in a medicine cabinet.
It’s just one of the many initiatives that the group brings to 22
schools to fight drug and alcohol abuse, including DARE, Red
Ribbon Week, Project Graduation and Every 15 Minutes.
“For 27 years, we’ve been working with families and children,”
says Dick Sharke. “We don’t have a paid staff or a fancy office
but we do have the support of the community, the teachers, the
schools and the newspaper.”
Fireworks proceeds underwrite more than half of the cost of
the outreach. “We would have to close down if we couldn’t sell
fireworks,” he says.

Fast Facts
Who:
Where:
How Much:
Benefit:

Central California Youth Symphony
Fresno County
$15,000
Sending students overseas for concerts and musical education

A youth in foster care could not afford the “extravagance”
of playing a musical instrument until he became part of the
Central California Youth Symphony. Not only was he able to
travel overseas, but he also played an instrument throughout high
school and joined the marching band in college.
Another student played percussion in the symphony, joined
two overseas trips and eventually formed a noted Ska band called
the Checkmates. Today he is a music producer in Los Angeles. Yet
another student, who went on the first trip ever sponsored by the
symphony, is today the Concert Master for the University of the
Pacific Symphony.
These are just a few of the tales that fundraiser Vaughn
Melcher and conductor Sheldon Schlesinger like to reminisce
about when they consider the impact the Central California
Youth Symphony has had on dozens of youth. Every two years,
the symphony travels overseas to places like China, France,
Belgium, Northern Italy, Austria, Germany and the Czech
Republic, to name a few. Fireworks sales underwrite the cost of
travel, instruments and much more.
“A lot of schools have had to cut band and orchestra from
their programs because of funding problems,” Melcher says. “It
would certainly put a big hole in the budgets of a lot of youth
groups if we didn’t have fireworks to count on.”

“ We’ve given money to help a
veteran get re-situated after his
house burned down, and we’ve paid
for repairs to a house owned by the
widow of a Marine who died in Iraq.
If a veteran is down on his luck and
needs food, we’ll give him money.”
— Bob Repar, fireworks chairman
Folsom Marine Corps League		
Folsom

“ Our goal this year is to send as
many as 150 kids to camp. Thanks
to our fireworks fundraiser, we’re
able to provide youths a positive
message of life, hope and change
as they develop into the future
leaders of this community.”
— Scott Ray, fireworks chairman
New Life Center
Porterville

What the Experts Say…

Alternative
resources slim
“ Without the funds from fireworks
sales, we’d have to close down
for two months. That means 55
kids would be out on the streets
every day for two months. Our
program means an incredible
amount to these young people.
One boy, who was sentenced to
community service with us for
tagging buildings in Adelanto,
decided to pay $25 out of his
own pocket to become a member
when his time was up. We
helped him earn his GED and
he mentored other kids about
staying out of gangs. Without the
money that fireworks provide, we
would be in a world of trouble,
which means our kids and our
society would be in trouble.”
— Mark Sawyer			
Boys and Girls Club of Victor Valley
San Bernardino County

• Donations to the nation’s biggest
charities dropped 11% in 2009,
according to the Chronicle of
Philanthropy (October 17, 2010).
The decline was the steepest in
the two decades the Chronicle
has been tracking contributions.
• Many organizations suffered
greater declines than the average,
including a 27% drop for Food for
the Poor and a 17.2% decrease for
the YMCA.
• In comparison, donations fell 24%
between 1931 and 1933 as the
Great Depression settled in for
the long run. During the longest
recent recession (1973-75), giving
dropped only 9.2%.
• Dr. Paul Light, professor at New
York University’s Robert F. Wagner
Graduate School of Public Service,
predicts that the crisis in funding
will force 100,000 nonprofits to
close over the next two years.

Over 270 California
communities
benefit from
fireworks
fundraising.

“ Fireworks bring in more than
double what we make through
our concessions, pizza and car
wash fundraisers. We’re in a rural
area and a lot of families can’t
afford to pay for what our annual
fireworks sale provides. We don’t
want to refuse any kid who
wants to play sports. Our football
program keeps our youth off the
streets.”
— Arlene Ramirez-Moore, 		
donations director			
California City Youth Football		
California City

“ Our fireworks fundraiser gives us
85 to 90 percent of what we need
to operate and support all our
youth and veterans’ programs.
Without people buying fireworks
from us, we couldn’t operate at all.”
— John Kucek, treasurer
American Legion Post 210		
Gridley

Are Safe and Sane Fireworks a responsible choice for California?

Yes… Now more than ever!
A drought-prone state that falls victim to devastating lightningcaused wildfires on a yearly basis needs to weigh its priorities
carefully.

Meeting
community needs
“ One grandmother recently
wrote to tell us how grateful her
granddaughter was for the bed and
dresser we were able to give her.
But we have more than 100 people
waiting for beds, kitchen tables,
dressers and more. Fireworks sales
are only one fundraiser among
many for us – but I don’t know
what else we could do to make that
kind of money if we couldn’t sell
fireworks.”
— Jeff Johnson, Love INC
(coalition of 50 congregations)
Sacramento County

“ The funds from fireworks sales
make up a major portion of our
income. Without this fundraiser, we
would only be able to open one day
per week. It would severely curtail
the number of people we are able
to help. Last year, none of the
6,500 men, women and children
who came to the center for food or
clothing was turned away.”
— Debbie Caravalho
Viola Blythe Center			
Newark

On one hand, not only do the sale of State-Approved Fireworks
provide vital funding for critical programs that hold communities
together, but they also help provide a celebratory bond for families
and neighborhoods throughout this state every 4th of July.
On the other hand, tinder-dry conditions make policymakers
question the risks involved with allowing families to buy and use
State-Approved Fireworks.

Here are the facts:
• Since 1992, every State Fire Marshal has consistently stated, “Illegal fireworks remain Public
Enemy #1 for the fire service!”
• Both state and local fire statistics clearly show that problems from illegal fireworks are most
prevalent in communities that do NOT allow State-Approved Fireworks.
• 1992 was the second year of the last statewide drought and a benchmark year for gathering
fire incident reports. The State Fire Marshal’s statistical data for 1992 shows that of the fires
attributed to all types of fireworks, 92% of those fire losses were caused by illegal fireworks.
• Nonprofits that provide community services and support would be devastated, and in some
cases be forced to close programs, if they could not sell State-Approved Fireworks to raise the
funds needed to continue serving their communities.
• Since 1993, 33 communities in California have reversed prior bans on colorful, backyard, family
celebrations of our nation’s birthday. All of these communities have reported a decrease in
problems and none have taken any action to reinstate the bans.

Here is what local officials have to say in those 33 communities:
• Tulare County – Fire officials reported a decrease in calls for service on the 4th of July once the
county allowed the sale of State-Approved Fireworks in 2003.
• City of Stanton, Orange County – In a 1998 article, the Los Angeles Times quoted city officials as
saying that they had five trouble-free years after the 1993 City Council vote allowing the sale of
State-Approved Fireworks there.
• Cathedral City, Riverside County – The fire department reported to the City Council that
allowing the sale of State-Approved Fireworks, beginning in 2003, led to a sharp decrease in the
use of illegal fireworks each year and that by 2007 none were confiscated.
• City of Manteca, San Joaquin County – According to city police, the City of Manteca has
encountered no major problems involving the sale of State-Approved Fireworks after reversing
its 20-year ban in 2005.

When it comes to celebrating the 4th of July, California can
have it all. We can celebrate our nation’s birthday with StateApproved Fireworks. We can reduce risks from illegal fireworks.
And we can increase resources for nonprofits. In today’s stressful
economic times, it’s a responsible policy choice that makes sense
for our state – now more than ever.

